DR. HU SHIH ON EAST AND WEST                         49

forged better tools and has gone ahead of the East. And now the
culture of the West is diffusing to the East. Both Japan and China
are being "westernized"; only the speed of the diffusion has been,
for reasons given by Mr. Hu Shih, more rapid in Japan than in
China. And even China is now catching up. There has hen a lag
in time but no difference in kind.

But even this difference in time is not as between East and West.
The development of any tool or idea was not synchronistic all over the
West. Every development started with one individual and gradually,
fast or slow, diffused to others. And the diffusion did not stop with
the boundaries of the West. Mr. Hu Shih quotes with approval
Professor R. H. Tawney when he said that "the phenomena which
disturbed the balance was the rise of the great industry, first in
England, and then, a generation later, on the continent of Europe
and in the United States'* (ibid., p. 63). The reasons for the differ-
ential diffusion, the more rapid diffusion to Europe and the United
States and a much later diffusion to Japan and China, is perhaps due
partly to the distances and the means of communications. In the
earlier days, communications, whether in the East or the West,
were comparatively slow; to-day they are more rapid wherever,
either in the East or in the West, rapid means of communications
have been adopted. With the result that tools and ideas travel much
faster to-day than ever before. Mr. Hu Shih himself thus refers to
it. "And the rapidity of it all! Within my own life, I read all the
beloved novels by lamps of vegetable oil; I saw the Standard Oil
invading my own village, I saw gas lamps in Chinese shops in
Shanghai; and I saw their elimination by electric lights. . . . And
my people travelled with me from the vegetable oil lamp to electric-
ity, from the wheelbarrow, to the Ford car, if not to the aeroplane,
and this in less than forty years' time" (ibid., p. 96). Perhaps the
West took longer than forty years to change over from the oil
lamp to electricity, and perhaps oil temps still survive in some rural
and backward parts of the West as in similar parts of the East.

Apart from the speed, the character of the change in civilization
has been graphically pictured by Mr. Hu Shih, "Throughout the
nineteenth century, various kinds of manufactured goods gradually
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